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Art Unit: 2612 



DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



2. Claims 1-7 and 10-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 1, lines 2, please change "comprising!" to -comprising:—; 
In claim 10, line 2, please change "comprising^ to -comprising:-; 
In claim 15, line 2, please change "steps off to -steps of:--. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: 

With respect to claim 9 of the present claimed invention, it is noted that claim 9 recited 
that "the retrieval means retrieves information having the latest input day and time, if no 
information having the day and time designated by the designation means matches the day and 



Claim Objections 



Specification 
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time information from the recording means". However, the Specification merely stated (at page 
32, lines 33-36) that "if the data recorded on the date designated in the calendar does not exist , 
the recording data having the recording date which is closest to the designated date is 
reproduced ." 

In view of the above, it is appeared that the "closest to the designated date" is retrieved 
for the reproduction, if the designated date information does not match with the recorded date 
information. 

Therefore, the clarification/correction on the above-mentioned subject matter is 
respectfully requested. 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
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5. Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 13, 15-16, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kuba et al. (U.S. 5,806,072). 

Regarding claim 1, Kuba '072 discloses an information processing apparatus (i.e., Figs. 
1-2, 67, 75, and 83) of the type which record information, comprising: 

input means (i.e., Fig. 3) for inputting information; clock means for clocking day and 
time information (Fig. 7; col. 15, lines 35-50; and col. 29, lines 5+); 

recording means for recording the information input from the input means, and for' 
recording day and time information form the clock means at the time of inputting the information 
(see Figs. 7, 30B, 51 and 52; col. 15); 

composition means (Figs. 2 and 22, the elements 10 and 39) for composing a reproducing 
object (i.e., the images) according to the day and time information recorded by the recording 
means (col. 22, lines 15-35, col. 23, lines 1-45; col. 25, lines 54+); 

selecting means for selecting, in desired order, at least one reproduction object composed 
in the composition means (Figs. 26 and 27A-27B; col. 22, lines 15+ and col. 23, lines 5+); and 

reproduction means for reproducing the information contained in the reproduction object 
selected by the selecting means, according to the day and time information recorded in the 
recording means (i.e., noted that the corresponding date/time information of the image data is 
recorded, thus, the image data may be selected in accordance with the corresponding data/time 
information for the reproduction; see Figs. 26-30B; col. 24, lines 10+). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kuba '072 discloses wherein the selection means selects the 
reproduction object in the order of the earliest day and time information (Noted the image data 
along with the corresponding date/time information stored in the data file areas of the memory 
may be selected in any desirable sequence, such that the earliest sequence; See Figs. 26-27B; col. 
22, lines 61-68, col. 23, lines 20+). 

Regarding claim 4, Kuba '072 discloses wherein the reproduction means reproduces the 
information contained in the reproduction object (i.e., the image) selected by the selection means 
in the order of the earliest day and time information (Noted the image data along with the 
corresponding date/time information stored in the data file areas of the memory may be 
reproduced in any desirable sequence, such that the earliest sequence; See Figs. 26-27B; col. 22, 
lines 61-68, col. 23, lines 20+) 

Regarding claim 10, Kuba '072 discloses an information processing apparatus (i.e., Figs. 
1-2, 67, 75, and 140) of the type which records information, comprising: 

an input unit for inputting information (i.e., Fig. 3 & 140, the element 1 15; col. 14, lines 
37+ and col. 49, lines 57+); a clock producing day and time information (Figs. 7 and 140; the 
element 111; col. 15, lines 35-50, col. 29, lines 5+, col. 49, lines 52-55); 

a recording unit, connected to the input unit and the clock, which records the information 
input from the input and day and time information from the clock produced at the time of 
inputting the information (Figs. 140 & 143, the elements 1 16, 1 13, 1 1 1 and 115; col. 24, lines 5+ 
and col. 50, lines 5-10); 
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a composition unit, connected to the recording unit, for composing a reproduction object 
according to the day and time information in the recording unit (Figs. 22/140, the elements 25/39 
or 108/112; col 23, lines 5+); 

a selection unit, connected to the recording unit, which selects in predetermined order, at 
least one reproduction object composed in the composition unit (noted the use of the operation 
SW; see Figs. 26, 27A/27B, 22 & 140; col. 22, lines 15+ and col. 23, lines 5+) 

a reproduction unit, connected to the recording unit (see Figs. 22/26/140), which 
reproduces the information contained in the reproduction object selected by the selection unit 
(i.e., noted the use of "OPERATION SECTION/SW"), according to the day and time information 
in the recording unit (Fig. 29). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Kuba '072 discloses wherein the selection unit selects the 
reproduction object in the order of the earliest day and time information (Noted the image data 
along with the corresponding date/time information stored in the data file areas of the memory 
may be selected in any desirable sequence, such that the earliest sequence; See Figs. 26-27B; col. 
22, lines 61-68, col. 23, lines 20+). 

Regarding claim 13, Kuba '072 discloses wherein the reproduction unit reproduces the 
information contained in the reproduction object selected by the selection unit in the order of the 
earliest day and time information (Noted the image data along with the corresponding date/time 
information stored in the data file areas of the memory may be reproduced in any desirable 
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sequence, such that the earliest sequence; See Figs. 26-27B; col. 22, lines 61-68, col. 23, lines 
20+). 

Regarding claim 15, Kuba '072 discloses a method for processing information, 
comprising the steps of: 

inputting information (Figs. 3, 12 & 28; col. 14, lines 37+); clocking day and time 
information at the time of the inputting (Figs. 28/30B; col. 24, lines 5+ and col. 29, lines 6-10); 

recording the information input and the day and time information clocked at the time of 
inputting the information (Figs. 7/30B, col. 15, lines 35 and col. 24, lines 5+); 

composing a reproduction object according to the day and time information recorded by 
the step of recording (Figs. 28-29, col. 23, lines 40+); 

selecting, in desired order, at least one reproduction object composed in the composing 
step; and reproducing the information contained in the reproduction object selected by the step of 
selecting, according to the day and time information means (i.e., noted that the corresponding 
date/time information of the image data is recorded, thus, the image data may be selected in 
accordance with the corresponding data/time information for the reproduction; see Figs. 26-30B; 
col. 24, lines 10+). 

Regarding claim 16, Kuba '072 discloses wherein the step of selecting comprises the step 
of selecting the reproduction object in the order of the earliest day and time information (Noted 
the image data along with the corresponding date/time information stored in the data file areas of 
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the memory may be selected in any desirable sequence, such that the earliest sequence; See Figs. 
26-27B; col. 22, lines 61-68, col. 23, lines 20+). 

Regarding claim 18, Kuba '072 discloses wherein the step of reproducing comprises the 
step of reproducing the information contained in the reproduction object selected in the order of 
the earliest the day and time information. 

Regarding claims 20, Kuba '072 discloses the step of composing a predetermined 
reproduction object if the time difference between the input day and time information of the first 
input information, and the input day/time of the second input information recorded immediately 
before or immediately after the first input information, is within a predetermined time interval 
(noted that the recording data 32-35 as shown in the figure 25 and the recording data 31-33 as 
shown in the figure 29 is considered to be the predetermined reproduction object because such 
information data are recorded within a predetermined time or day and they are relating to the 
same event; see col. 15, lines 9+, col. 22, lines 15+, col. 23, col. 23, lines 5+ and Fig. 55). 

6. Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 10, 12, 14, 15, 17 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Mizoguchi (U.S. 5,805,215). 

Regarding claim 1, Mizoguchi '215 discloses an information processing apparatus (i.e., 
Figs. 1 and 10; col. 4, lines 65+) of the type which record information, comprising: 
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input means (i.e., Fig. 10, col. 5, lines 40-55) for inputting information; clock means for 
clocking day and time information (Fig. 10; the element 43 and noted the time information as 
stated in col. 6, lines 15-20 and col. 7, lines 55+); 

recording means for recording the information input from the input means, and for 
recording day and time information (i.e., noted that time data as disclosed by Mizoguchi '215 
includes the day and time information such that "1993/01/22/08/00") form the clock means at the 
time of inputting the information (see Figs.' 1 & 10, the elements 5, 41 and 42; col. 5, lines 30-35, 
col. 6, lines 59-65); 

composition means (Figs. 4B & 10) for composing a reproducing object according to the 
day and time information recorded by the recording means (col. 5, lines 30-35; col. 7, lines 10+, 
col. 8, lines 10+); 

selecting means for selecting, in desired order, at least one reproduction object composed 
in the composition means (i.e., noted that recorded information may be selected in desired order 
by selecting at least one of "Event", "Person", "Place" or "Other Data" as shown in 9A-9D; Also 
see col. 8, lines 10+); and 

reproduction means for reproducing the information contained in the reproduction object 
selected by the selecting means, according to the day and time information recorded in the 
recording means (i.e., See Figs. 9A-9D; col. 5, lines 30-36, col. 7, lines 55+ and col. 8, lines 
40+). 
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Regarding claim 3, Mizoguchi '215 discloses wherein the selection means selects the 
reproduction object in the order of the latest day and time information (col. 8, lines 35-36 and 
col. 8, line 48). 

Regarding claim 5, Mizoguchi '215 discloses wherein the reproduction means reproduces 
the information contained in the reproduction object selected by the selection means in the order 
of the latest day and time information (i.e., Noted that the latest image data captured on 
1993/01/22/08/00 is respectively selected and reproduced as shown in Figs. 9A-9D; see col. 8, 
lines 35-36 and col. 28, lines 48). 

As for claims 6, Mizoguchi '215 shows wherein the composition means composes the 
reproduction object using one day as a unit (see Fig. 4B and col. 7, lines 10+ of Mizoguchi '215). 

As for claim 7, Mizoguchi '215 shows wherein the composition means composes a 
predetermined reproduction object if the time difference between the input day and time 
information (i.e., noted that the associated input time data includes the day and time information, 
such that "1993/01/22/08/00-1993/01/22/17/00" as discussed in col. 7, lines 10-15) of a first 
input information, and the input day and time of a second input information recorded 
immediately before or immediately after the first input information, is within a predetermined 
time interval (i.e., noted that if the input information, e.g., the information A and information B 
as shown in Fig. 7 A, are within a predetermined time interval such that "1993/01/22/08/00- 
1993/01/22/17/00", then such information is composed as a predetermined reproduction object 
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such as "Golf; Please see col. 7, lines 1-35 and the figures' 4A-4C and 7A-7B of Mizoguchi 
'215). 

Regarding claim 10, Mizoguchi '215 discloses an information processing apparatus (i.e., 
Figs. 1 and 10) of the type which records information, comprising: 

an input unit for inputting information (i.e., Fig. 10, col. 5, lines 40-55); a clock 
producing day and time information (Fig. 10; the element 43 and noted the time information as 
stated in col. 6, lines 15-20 and col. 7, lines 55+.); a recording unit, connected to the input unit 
and the clock, which records the information input from the input and day and time information 
from the clock produced at the time of inputting the information (Fig. 10, col. 5, line 65-col. 6, 
lines 20); 

a composition unit, connected to the recording unit, for composing a reproduction object 
according to the day and time information in the recording unit (Figs. 4B & 10, the elements 
50/45; col. 5, lines 30-35; col. 7, lines 10+; col. 8, lines 10+); 

a selection unit, connected to the recording unit, which selects in predetermined order, at 
least one reproduction object composed in the composition unit (Fig. 10, the elements 7, 17 & 
15; col. 8, lines 10+) and 

a reproduction unit, connected to the recording unit, which reproduces the information 
contained in the reproduction object selected by the selection unit, according to the day and time 
information in the recording unit (see Figs. 10 & 9A-9D; col. 5, lines 30-36, col. 7, lines 55+ and 
col. 8, lines 40+). 
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Regarding claim 12, Mizoguchi '215 discloses wherein the selection unit selects the 
reproduction object in the order of the latest day and time information (col. 8, lines 35-36 and 
col. 8, line 48). 

Regarding claim 14, Mizoguchi '215 discloses wherein the reproduction unit reproduces 
the information contained in the reproduction object selected by the selection unit in the order of 
the latest day and time information (noted that the latest image data captured on 
1993/01/22/08/00 is respectively selected and reproduced as shown in Figs. 9A-9D; see col. 8, 
lines 35-36 and col. 28, lines 48). 

Regarding claim 15, Mizoguchi '215 discloses a method for processing information, 
comprising the steps of: 

inputting information (col. 5, lines 40-45 and col 8, lines 40+); clocking day and time 
information at the time of the inputting (col. 5, lines 65-col. 6, lines 5); recording the information 
input and the day and time information clocked at the time of inputting the information (col. 5, 
lines 30-35 and col. 6, lines 5-21); 

composing a reproduction object according to the day and time information recorded by 
the step of recording (Fig. 4B and col. 5, lines 30-35; col. 7, lines 10+; col. 8, lines 10+); 

selecting, in desired order, at least one reproduction object composed in the composing 
step (i.e., noted that recorded information may be selected in desired order by selecting at least 
one of "Event", "Person", "Place" or "Other Data" as shown in 9A-9D; Also see col. 8, lines 
10+); and reproducing the information contained in the reproduction object selected by the step 
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of selecting, according to the day and time information means (see Figs. 10 & 9A-9D; col 5, 
lines 30-36, col. 7, lines 55+ and col. 8, lines 40+). 

Regarding claim 17, Mizoguchi '215 discloses wherein the selection unit selects the 
reproduction object in the order of the latest day and time information (col. 8, lines 35-36 and 
col. 8, line ( 48). 

Regarding claim 19, Mizoguchi '215 discloses wherein the step of reproduction 
comprises the step of reproducing the information contained in the reproduction object in the 
order of the latest day and time information (noted that the latest image data captured on 
1993/01/22/08/00 is respectively selected and reproduced as shown in Figs. 9A-9D; see col 8, 
lines 35-36 and col. 28, lines 48). 

Regarding claim 20, Mizoguchi '215 discloses wherein the step of composing comprises 
the step of composing a predetermined reproduction object if the time difference between the 
input day and time information of a first input information, and the input day and time of a 
second input information recorded immediately before or immediately after the first input 
information, is within a predetermined time interval (i.e., noted that if the input information, e.g., 
the information A and information B as shown in Fig. 7 A, are within a predetermined time 
interval such that "1993/01/22/08/00-1993/01/22/17/00", then such information is composed as a 
predetermined reproduction object such as "Golf; Please see col. 7, lines 1-35 and the figures' 
4A-4C and 7A-7B of Mizoguchi '215). 
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7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Takahashi et al. (U.S. 
5,819,261). 

Regarding claim 8, Takahashi '261 discloses an information processing apparatus of the 
type which record information (Figs.l, 20, 22, 38 and 40), comprising: 

input means for inputting information (Figs. 1 & 3; col. 9, lines 15+); clock means for 
clocking day or day and time (col. 11, lines 30+, col. 25, lines 35+, col. 30, lines 55+); 

recording means for recording the information input from the input means, and for 
recording day or day and time information at the time of inputting the information (Figs. 1-2; col. 
9, lines 5+, col. 11, lines 30+, col. 13, lines 50+); 

calendar display means for displaying a calendar (see Figs. 4/38, col. 11, lines 30+); 

designation means for designating predetermined day or day and time information in the 
calendar displayed by the calendar display means (Figs. 4-7, 22 and 24; col. 4, lines 20+ and col. 
33, lines 2+); 

retrieval means for retrieving information having day/time information designated by the 
designation means matching that of the day/time information from the recording means (Figs. 1, 
20, 22, 38 and 40; col. 12, lines 1-40 and col. 43, lines 20+); and 

reproduction means for reproducing information retrieved by the retrieval means (Figs. 3, 
8 and 38-40; col. 14, lines 5+ and col. 43, lines 34+). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takahashi '261 in 
view of Kusano (U.S. 5,796,397). 

Regarding claim 9, although Takahashi '261 discloses that based on the designated day 
and time information (i.e., see Fig. 22) inputted by the user, the latest time information (i.e., 
noted that the latest data/time information may be selected by checking the area 1513 as shown 
in the figure 24, so that latest time information of the particular day may be retrieved and - 
displayed as shown in Fig. 41) is retrieved, if the designated day/time information matches the 
day/time information from the recording means (see Figs. 22, 24, 30 & 38-41; col. 33, lines 1+ 
and col. 43, lines 20+), Takahashi '261 does not explicitly show that the latest input day and time 
information is retrieved, if the designated day and time information does not match with the day 
and time information from the recording means as recited in claim 9. 
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However, the above mentioned claimed limitations are well-known in the art as 
evidenced by Kusano '397. In particular, Kusano '397 teaches the information process apparatus 
(Figs. 2) having the retrieval means retrieves (i.e., col. 2, lines 35-40) information having the 
input day and time information designated by the designation means (i.e., Figs. Y2, the elements 
1, 5, 12-13 and 15; col. 5, lines 54+ and Fig. 6) matching that of the day and time information 
from the recording means (i.e., noted that when there is a match between the designated schedule 
data inputted by the user and the previous recorded schedule data, then corresponding date and 
time information are retrieved and display as shown in Fig. 6; Also see col. 5, lines 57+ and col. 
6, lines 2-11). 

Furthermore, Kusano '397 states at col. 6, lines 7-18 that for convenience sake that if 
there is no match between the current date of the schedule data designated by the user's input and 
the previously recorded date of the schedule data, then the nearest schedule data (i.e., noted that 
nearest schedule data constitutes either the closest or latest day/time information, because the 
schedule data contains the day/time information as shown in Fig. 6) contain corresponding date 
and time information is respectively retrieved by the retrieval means. For example, assuming 
that the user input designated the current date of the schedule data is 10/26/1994 and if this date 
does not match with the previously recorded schedule data, then the latest date of 10/25/1994 and 
the corresponding time information (i.e., 8:30 AM - 12-30 PM as shown in Fig. 6) is retrieved 
and respectively display for the user convenience. 
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In view of this, when considering the system of Takahashi '261 and the well-established 
teaching of Kusano '397 as a whole, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the system of Takahashi '261 by 
providing a retrieving means for retrieving information having the latest input day and time, if no 
information having the day and time designated by the designation means matches the day and 
time information from the recording means as taught by Kusano '397 because Kusano '397 
suggested at col. 6, line 14 and col. 10, lines 8+ that such a modification would allow the user to 
conveniently decide the application for which the input data is registered based on the 
latest/nearest schedule data and this makes it possible to reduce the user's labor for reentering the 
data every time there is no matching has been found. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aung S. Moe whose telephone number is 703-306-3021 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (9-5). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 703-305-4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 
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